
CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 
August 16, 2017 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Ms. Salma Igram, Chair  

Mr. Anthony Arrington 
Mr. Leland Freie  
Mr. Esaie Toingar  
Ms. Linda Topinka 

 
Commissioners Absent: Mr. Keith Rippy, Vice Chair 

Dr. Ruth White  
 
Staff Present: Ms. LaSheila Yates, Executive Director 
 
Guests:   Renae Forsyth-Christy 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners, staff and guests introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from the July Meeting 

Commissioner Freie moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Arrington seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 
 

V. Action Items 
There were no action items.  

 
VI. Report from Chair 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, apologized for missing the July meeting and welcomed Linda Topinka 
and Anthony Arrington to the Commission. Commissioner Igram also welcomed Leland Freie and 
Dr. Ruth White as their terms to serve on the Commission were extended. Commissioner Igram 
thanked Commissioner Rippy for covering the July meeting. Commissioner Igram thanked 
everyone for their work on the Commission. The work of the Commission is becoming more 
known in the community. Commissioner Igram stated she attended PrideFest and there were many 
people who knew about the Commission and stopped by. Commissioner Igram stated she and 
LaSheila Yates will go before City Council on Tuesday to present the Commission’s work plan. 

 
VII. Committee Reports 

Outreach Committee Liaison  
Commissioner Freie stated Bernie Walther presented comparable numbers from this year to last 
year and the number of people that received training from the Commission has increased. 
Commissioner Freie stated staff is working with Mount Mercy and Coe College regarding training 
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for college students to know their rights in the area of housing as they attend college and even 
when searching for housing after college. Commissioner Freie stated there is an Imagine 
Moundview event on September 9th that the Commission will be present at. Investigator Walther 
will send information out to the Commission regarding booth coverage. Commissioner Freie 
stated staff is working with the Abby Center to coordinate training for health care professionals 
that focuses on service and companion animals.  
 
Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison  
Renae Forsyth-Christy, Marion Liaison, thanked the Commission for sharing kid friendly trivia 
questions with the Marion Commission. Ms. Forsyth-Christy stated the Marion Commission is 
working to acquire trinkets focusing on the Marion Commission and currently has trinkets for the 
City of Marion. Ms. Forsyth-Christy stated there is a Star Power event coming up in October that 
is hosted by the Marion Commission.  

 
VIII. Director’s Report 

LaSheila Yates, Executive Director, stated a public hearing was held on July 24th and the 
Commission expects to have a finding from the Administrative Law Judge within 60 days, which 
would be September 22, 2017. Ms. Yates stated the Commission will review the finding in closed 
session and will determine if they agree with the finding. Ms. Yates stated the finding will need to 
be reviewed within 30 days of receipt and may require a special meeting. Ms. Yates stated the 
information would potentially be shared with the Commission in a confidential email for review 
prior to the closed session. Ms. Yates stated staff is continuing to work with Mount Mercy and Coe 
College to facilitate a Tom Wise event. Ms. Yates identified upcoming outreach events. 
 
Commissioner Toingar stated there was a soccer event last year and this year the event will be bit 
different to incorporate additional cultural elements. Commissioner Toingar stated Wake Up For 
Rights is organizing an event to connect immigrants with the culture of Cedar Rapids and connect 
them to various resources. In addition the event will be a way for everyone to come together and 
learn from each other despite differing cultures. Commissioner Toingar stated there will be 
informational booths to provide the public with various resources. The event will be held on 
September 23rd at Kirkwood Community College.  

 
IX. Mission Moment 

Presentation of the eLearning Employment and Anti-Harassment Training 
LaSheila Yates provided a presentation on the new eLearning Employment and Anti-Harassment 
training that was developed by staff. Ms. Yates stated staff previously created an eLearning for Fair 
Housing last year. These eLearning trainings allow for Respondents that need training but are in 
other states to take the required training. They are also available for members of the public that are 
interested in training.  Ms. Yates stated both eLearning trainings have components that provide the 
information, require participants to take a quiz and they receive a certificate for their completion of 
the training. Ms. Yates provided a presentation on the new eLearning training showing various 
elements of the training. Ms. Yates stated the training is currently online and available for use.  
 
Questions were raised regarding the training being available in additional languages. Ms. Yates 
stated the training is still offered in person and the use of interpreters is available. Ms. Yates stated 
the credit for the eLearning training goes to Alicia Abernathey and Janet Abejo-Parker.  
 

X. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 
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